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Hartnell College 
Vocational Nursing Certificate Program 

 

Vocational Nursing Program  
 

ASSISTANT DEAN/DIRECTOR:      Mary Young-Breuleux 
OFFICE LOCATION:  Hartnell College CALL-Bldg.2nd Floor 
PHONE:  (831) 770-6146   COUNSELORS:  Dr. Ignacio Pando, Dr Stelvio Locci (831) 755-6820  
MAILING ADDRESS: Hartnell College ATTN: Nursing Department, 411 Central Ave., Salinas CA 93901 
 
Vocational Nurses perform essential nursing services under the supervision of a registered nurse or physician.  They 
have work opportunities in home health agencies, doctor’s offices, public or private hospitals, long-term care 
hospitals, clinics, forensic facilities, or for private individuals. 
The Hartnell College Vocational Nursing (VN) Program is a year round, year long, program designed to prepare 
qualified men and women to practice vocational nursing.  The program at Hartnell College is a theory, lab, and 
clinical experience in cooperation with Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital, Watsonville Community Hospital, Mee 
Memorial Hospital (King City) and various community agencies.  The college grants a certificate in Vocational 
Nursing after successful completion of the program, and the student is then eligible to take the NCLEX-PN 
examination for California licensure.  After successfully passing the NCLEX-PN, the student is a Licensed Vocational 
Nurse (LVN).  
 
All Required prerequisites must be completed before (prior) applying to the LVN program: 
Note:  Contact the Nursing Counselors for the most current information. 

• Current (not in-progress) Certified Nursing Assistant  License1 
• Current CPR card for Healthcare Providers2  
• High School Diploma, GED, or other documented high school completion equivalency 

1 CNA certificate from other recognized institutions or adult schools. 

2 Certification from Hartnell’s HES-120 Foundations of Health Car course or Basic Life Support Healthcare Provider CPR card from American heart Association,  

 REQUIRED PREREQUISITE CERTIFICATE COURSES  Course No. Course Title Units 
  

Required Prerequisite for Vocational Nursing Program  HES-120 
CPR for Health Care Providers  or 
current American Heart Association Health Care Provider 
Basic Life Support certification  

(0.5) 

  Required Prerequisite for Vocational Nursing Program NVN-131* Growth and Development Across the Lifespan 3.0 
  Required Prerequisite for Vocational Nursing Program ENG-1A  College Composition and Reading 3.0 
  Required Prerequisite for Vocational Nursing Program MAT-121  Elementary Algebra or higher level math course 5.0 
  Required Prerequisite for Vocational Nursing Program FCS-22* or  

FCS-23* 
Essentials of Nutrition or 
Nutrition 

3.0 

  

Required Prerequisite for Vocational Nursing Program 

BIO-11*  
or 
BIO-5* and  
BIO-6* and  
BIO-6L* 

Introductory Human Anatomy & Physiology  
or 
Human Anatomy and  
Introductory Physiology and  
Physiology Lab 

4.0  
or 

4.0 and 
3.0 and 

2.0 
  Required Prerequisite for Vocational Nursing Program PSY-1A*  or 

PSY-2* 
General Psychology 3.0 

      SUBTOTAL UNITS (≥ 21.0)   
 

Required courses:  
  REQUIRED CERTIFICATE COURSES AFTER ACCEPTANCE INTO 

VOCATIONAL NURSING PROGRAM 
      

  To be completed first term       
  Required Certificate Course  NVN-119 A Vocational Nursing: Theory I 3.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN-119 B Vocational Nursing: Clinical Knowledge Practice I 4.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN-130 A  Basic Pharmacology A 1.0 
  To be completed second term       
  Required Certificate Course NVN -120 A  Vocational Nursing: Theory II 3.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN -120 B Vocational Nursing: Clinical Knowledge Practice II 2.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN -120 C Vocational Nursing: Clinical II 2.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN -130 B Basic Pharmacology B 1.0 
  To be completed after NVN 120 Series * (3rd or 4th term)        
  Required Certificate Course NVN -121 A Vocational Nursing: Theory III 4.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN -121 B Vocational Nursing: Clinical Knowledge Practice III 2.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN -121 C Vocational Nursing: Clinical III 2.0 
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 To be completed after NVN 120 Series (3rd or 4th term)       
  Required Certificate Course NVN -122 A Vocational Nursing: Theory IV 4.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN -122 B Vocational Nursing: Clinical Knowledge Practice IV 1.0 
  Required Certificate Course NVN -122 C Vocational Nursing: Clinical IV 3.0 
  To be completed in the final term of the program       
  Required Certificate Course NVN -123 A Vocational Nursing: Theory V     3.0  
  Required Certificate Course NVN -123 C Vocational Nursing: Clinical V 4.0  
  Required Certificate Course NVN -130 C Basic Pharmacology C 1.0 
 Additional required certificate course.  Students must be concurrently 

enrolled in NVN 150 during each semester of the program. 
   

 Required Certificate Course NVN -150 Vocational Nursing: Laboratory Practicum 0.9** 
           SUBTOTAL UNITS (≥ 40.9)   

      TOTAL CERTIFICATE UNITS (≥ 61.9)   
*Recency:  Courses marked with an asterisk must be completed within five (5) years of entering the Vocational Nursing Program in order to 
receive credit for the hours required by the Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians of the State Of California (California Code 
of Regulations, Title 16:  Professional and Vocational Regulations, Division 25: Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians of the 
Stare of California). 

Important Information for All Applicants: 
After completion of all prerequisite coursework, students can apply to the Vocational Nursing Program.  According to the 
California Vocational Nursing Practice Act, all prerequisite courses must be completed with a grade of “C” or better, and a “C” 
grade in all required major courses is required for continuation in the program.  The Vocational Program generally receives more 
applications than spaces available; therefore, a point system is used based on GPA, health-related volunteer or work experience, 
and letters of recommendations. Please note: A higher level of English (i.e., ENG 2 or ENG 1B) is accepted for nursing admission 
GPA purposes.  
 
Application Packets are available each year in the Nursing Department (Hartnell College CALL, Bldg , Second Floor).  The 
Vocational Nursing program is an 12 month program (Year Round).  
 
It is the responsibility of all students applying to the Hartnell College Vocational Nursing certificate program to follow the 
required timelines and requirements set forth in the Application Process.  Therefore, it is the student’s responsibility to seek out 
individual answers to questions from available sources—Nursing Department, Nursing Counselors, and/or International Student 
Advisor early enough to meet established timelines.  Please make a note of the deadlines listed on the Vocational Nursing 
Program Admission Application.  

**Late applications are not accepted** 
 

After satisfactorily completing the prescribed course of study, students receive the Certificate of Completion and will be eligible 
to apply to take the National Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-PN).  Upon successful passing of the 
examination, the vocational nurse may use the title, Licensed Vocational Nurse (LVN), and may practice in that capacity. 
 
Required Transcripts and Evaluations for Application to the Vocational Nursing Program: 

• Hartnell College transcripts 
Students who have completed coursework and/or are completing courses in progress at Hartnell College must have an official 
transcript sent from Admissions & Records Office to the Nursing Department.  It is the student’s responsibility to make the 
request for an official transcript prior to the application deadline. 

• Other college transcripts 
Students who have completed prerequisites and/or other required coursework at other colleges must have their official transcripts 
reviewed by a Nursing Counselor and have a Course Equivalency Form signed for the student to submit to the Records Evaluator 
in Admissions and Records.  The signed Course Equivalency Form and official transcripts must also be included with the 
application packet submitted to the Hartnell College Nursing Department.  It is the student’s responsibility to request the two 
required official transcripts from other colleges early enough in the application process to allow transcripts to arrive in the 
Nursing Department and Admissions and Records prior to the application deadline. 

• Foreign transcripts  
Transcripts from other countries of high school and/or college course work must be comprehensively evaluated, including: 
subjects, units, grade listing, diploma received, and showing equivalency to United States education, by an outside credentials 
evaluations service.  A listing of the approved Evaluation Services and applicable fees is available from the Admission and 
Records Office, or the International Student Advisor.  Evaluation of Foreign transcripts must be completed before applying to the 
VN Program.  The amount of time for this type of evaluation varies. It is the student’s responsibility to request transcripts and 
have them evaluated prior to the application deadline. 
 
NOTE: Because of the rigorous coursework and time commitment, students should NOT plan to work more than 16 hours a week 
during the program.  Evening and possibly weekend shifts and rotations may be a required as part of this program.  Please check 
with the Hartnell College Scholarship office for scholarships available for nursing students. 


