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USDA Fellowship Program 
 

Each year the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) sponsors the ñE. Kika de la 

Garza Fellowship Programò, for selected faculty and staff from Hispanic serving col-

leges and universities across the nation.  This year, Neil Ledford, Ag Institute leader, 

was awarded a fellowship to attend the two week program during July in Washington, 

D.C.   

 

Twenty fellows representing  California, Washington, New Mexico, Texas, Florida, 

and Puerto Rico participated in lectures, tours and discussions in an effort to gain in-

sight into the workings of our government, particularly the USDA. 

Editor: Neil Ledford 

Ag  Steering Committee 
 

Bob Martin (co-chair) 
   Rio Farms 
 

Jim Bogart (co-chair) 
   Grower-Shipper Association 
 

Jesse Alderete 
   Premium Packing 
 

Margaret DôArrigo-Martin 
   DôArrigo Bros. Co. of California 
 

Kenny Dozier 
   Pringle Tractor Co. 
 

Andrew Fernandez 
   Taylor Farms 
 

David J. Gill 
   Rio Farms 
 

Kurt Gollnick 
   Scheid Vineyards 
 

John Inman 
   Inman Consulting 
 

Aaron Johnson 
   Johnson & Moncrief 
 

Bob LaBrier 
   American AgCredit 
 

Emmett Linder 
   Driscollôs  
 

Butch Lindley 
   Lockwood Vineyards 
 

Mike Moser  
   Consultant  
 

Al Parolini 
   Coastal Tractor 
 

Bob Perkins 
   Monterey Co. Farm Bureau 
 

Kevin Piearcy 
   Industrial Pump 
 

Brad Rice 
   Salinas Land Company 
 

Tom Russell 
    Pacific International Marketing 
 

Dennis Sites 
   Consultant 
 

Gary Tanimura 
   Tanimura & Antle 
 

Bruce Taylor 
   Taylor Farms 

Tom  Vilsack,  Secretary  of  Agriculture, with the   
participants  

 

Newly appointed agency heads, 

from  most  of  the  USDAôs 

nineteen agencies, met with the 

group and discussed the role  of  

their  agency, programs for stu-

dent  internships  and  upcoming 

grant opportunities.   

 

An appearance and address by 

Secretary of Agriculture, Tom 

Vilsack was a highlight of the 

visit to the capitol city.   

 

There were also visits to the Na-

tional  Botanic  Gardens and the 

Agricultural Research Service at 

Beltsville, MD.   
 
The programôs mission  is  to 

develop  strong  partnerships 

between   the  USDA  and  His-

panic Serving Institutions.  
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For further information on the 

USDA Hispanic-Serving Institu-

tion National Program please 

visit  www.hsi.usda.gov 

 



Open House Hartnell Alisal Campus 
 

The Ag Business and Technology Institute hosted an open house at the Alisal Campus on May 30, 2009. The open 

house  was focused on promoting the  Diesel  and  Ag & Industrial  Technology  Programs  at Hartnell College Alisal 

Campus.  
 

Community members,  industry supporters,  and  local students enjoyed a morning of activities which included inter-

active booths, demonstrations on heavy duty diesel and agricultural equipment, a site tour, a great barbecue and a fun 

tractor ride. 
 

Thank you to Al Parolini, General Manager of  Coastal Tractor for  providing  a new tractor for demonstrations, and 

Greg Diehl, Vice-President, from GraniteRock who provided the lunch, sponsored the open house and consistently 

supports the Diesel and the Ag & Industrial Technology Programs. 
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Industry Technology Day (ITD)  
 

This year ITD was held on May 19 and 20. On the first day we had over 200 Salinas Valley high school students 
visiting the Hartnell main campus. The second day was dedicated to middle school students. 
 

The event focuses on providing interactive experiences and understanding of  Hartnell degrees and certificate programs.  
Students  were exposed  to a variety of  hands-on  activities  in agriculture, construction, healthcare & nursing, science 
& math, diesel technology, welding and others.  
 

Thank you for our sponsors, volunteers and Hartnell faculty and staff. 

Kudos to the organizing committee members: 

   Randy Bangs, Director, Mission Trails ROP  

   Melissa Casillas, CTE Community Collaborative Grant Coordinator, Mission Trails ROP 

   Molly Lewis, Interim Director Community Collaborative and Articulation, Hartnell College 

   Dr. Steven Triano, Ag Business & Production Instructor, Hartnell College 

 

The  Heavy  Duty   Diesel   Technology  Program  is  designed  to 

provide students with the skills and knowledge necessary to succeed 

as technicians for  diesel  transportation  industries.  The  curriculum 

provides hands-on experience. Students complete the introductory 

classes and then move up to advanced and specialized courses. 
 

Our new program Ag & Industrial  Technology combines  class-

room  study  with hands-on practice in the shop to develop a broad 

range of skills in the mechanical technology specialization.  
 

Both programs  are  designed for  students interested  in  starting  a 
career in Diesel and Ag & Industrial Technology or people who 
want advance their careers. 

Ko Cooper,  Ag  &  Industrial  Technology instructor, giving an demonstration on industrial equipment 

Short Courses Coming Upé.. 

Farm Labor Contractor  

Continuing Education 
(English and Spanish Sessions) 

September 16, 2009  

 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

at Hartnell College 

Fee: $ 180.00-contributing organization 

        $ 200.00-regular rate  

        $ 220.00-walk-in  and 

                      late registration 

For registration  call (559) 447-0250 or  

visit www.agsafe.org 

Introduction to GPS/GIS  

& Precision Technology  

Solutions  
 

October 2, 2009  

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

at Hartnell College 

Salinas, CA 

Fee: $ 75.00 

 

 

Food Safety for Harvest   

Operations 

 
October, 9, 2009 

7:30 am - 5:00 pm 

at Hartnell College 

Salinas, CA 

Fee: $ 139.00-Regular rate    

        $ 159.00-Walk-in and 

                           late registration  

 

For further information on the short courses or to request an application form please contact (831) 755-6879 or email 
cwestfall@hartnell.edu.  Walk-ins are welcome upon availability. Pre-registration is recommended. 
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Food Safety for Harvest Operations   
 

Hartnellôs Food Safety Advisory Committee took a fresh approach to food safety training by creating and presenting an 

all new course titled ñFood Safety for Harvest Operationsò on May 28-29, 2009. This timely topic was presented on the 

Salinas main campus in both English and Spanish. 
  

Tim Driscoll, General Manager of Valley Pride Harvesting, led off the course by stressing the importance of food safety 

education for harvesters and growers. Other topics included the LGMA perspective on harvest issues,  the science behind 

food safety,  developing training programs,  SOP internal verification,  habitat assessment, microbiology, sanitation, pre-

harvest monitoring, maintenance and design of harvest equipment, among others.  A team of twenty industry profession-

als served as presenters and participated in the development of this course.  
 

The committee is currently planning a more focused version of the same course to be presented in Salinas on October 9th, 

2009. The course will be presented for one day in English only.   

Registration materials will be available in the coming weeks and those interested in the class may call Cristina Westfall 

at (831) 755-6869 to receive the registration forms. 

Our thank you to the committee members and presenters: 

Dr. Barry Eisenberg, Vice President of  Technical  Services, River Ranch 

Fresh Foods  

Andrew Fernandez, Vice President for Raw Product, Taylor Farms 

Annika Forester, Food Safety  Specialist,  California Strawberry Commission 

Afreen Malik , Food Safety Manager, Ocean Mist Farms 

Larissa Daniel, Food Safety Administrator,  Misionero Vegetable 

Francisco Valdés, Field Food Safety Manager, River Ranch Fresh Foods 

Dr. Steven Koike, Plant Pathology Farm Advisor,  University of California 

Cooperative Extension 

David Cramer, Dir. of  Tech. Services,   Grower-Shipper Association 

Lisa Fuentes-Intveld , Director of Food Safety, The Nunes Co.  

Rene Aguas, Eng. Technician,  Resource Conservation District 

Marisol Tavera, Sanitation Specialists 

Dr. Bob Whitaker, Chief  Scientific Officer, Produce Marketing 

Association 

Scott Horsfall, Chief Executive Officer,  LGMA 

Kari Valdés, Director of Food Safety and Quality,  River Ranch 

Fresh  Foods 

Danny Marquis,  District Conservationist,  USDA- NRCS 

Greg Komar, Technical Manager, NSF Davis Fresh 

Cosme Pina, Food Safety Manager, Taylor Farms 

Marcelino Munoz, Senior Auditor, NSF Davis 

Justin Kerr , Division Manager, Sanitation  Specialists 

Andrew Kramer , Grower Communications Specialists,  Califor-

nia Strawberry  Commission 

Linda Moore, Product Quality & Food Safety,  Driscollôs  

Strawberry 

The Precision  Ag  Advisory  Committee  in  partnership with the  Center for Sustainable Construction at Hartnell 

College  presented a short course on GPS/GIS and Remote Sensing on May 6, 2009 at Hartnell College main campus. 
 

This course gave attendees an overview of Global Position Systems (GPS), Geographic Information Sciences (GIS) and 

Remote Sensing (RS) focusing on the agriculture, construction and public sectors. 
 

Topics included were: precision technology applications, data collection and data source, imaging, building construction 

stake-out,  and machine control.  Students participated in interactive break out sessions to obtain hands-on knowledge on 

all subjects. 

Introduction to GPS/GIS  and Precision Technology Solutions 

 

Left: Dave 
Edson, from 
Central Coast 
Surveyors, on 
the break out 
session:  
building  
construction 
stake-out  

 
Right: Neil 
Uota, from 
Pacific Ag 
Rental,  demon-
strating a  
precision ag 
equipment 


