
 

Those  attending   the  reception   heard 

updates on the progress to implement new  

programs  in  Food Safety,  Pest  Manage-

ment, and Ag & Industrial Technology.   
 

Seven advisory committees have been 

very active by meeting and participating in 

the   planning   for   new   courses  and 

programs.   
 

Andrew  Fernandez,  Vice President for 

Raw Product of Taylor  Farms, spoke on  

the  work  the Food  Safety Committee  

has  accomplished   and   highlighted    the  

six    times   the   short   course 

ñImplementation of GAPôs and Food  

Safety   Practicesò  has   been presented to 

over 400 people. He described  the work 

the committee  is  completing  to establish  

Food Safety  as  a  permanent  certificate/

degree program at the college.   
 

Al Parolini, General Manager of Coastal 

Tractor and chair of the Ag & Industrial 

Technology Advisory Committee, spoke 

about  the  need  for  qualified mechanics 

in  the  Salinas  Valley.  The  advisory 

committee   is working with Ko Cooper to 

position the Ag Institute to address those 

needs  through  a combination of  short 

courses along  with  a  series  of semester 

length courses that will form the backbone 

of a certificate/degree program.   
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Presidentôs Reception 
 

Tanimura  and  Antle  along with the Agriculture Steering Committee recently hosted 

over 70 of the Advisory Committee Members at a ñPresidentôs Receptionò in the T&A 

board room.  Phoebe Helm, Hartnell Superintendent/President, gave an update on the 

direction of the college and highlighted some  of  the progress. She also described a 

vision for the Alisal Campus.  A special thanks to Gary Tanimura for hosting the 

event. 
 

Neil Ledford  introduced faculty members  Dr. Steven Triano,  Ag Business & Produc-

tion instructor, Ko Cooper, Agriculture Mechanics, and Valentin Rodriguez,  Diesel 

Technology. Ali Amercupan, Welding instructor,  was not  able  to attend.   

Editor: Neil Ledford 

Ag  Steering Committee 
 

Bob Martin (co-chair) 
   Rio Farms 
 

Jim Bogart (co-chair) 
   Grower-Shipper Association 
 

Aaron Johnson 
   Johnson & Moncrief 
 

Al Parolini 
   Coastal Tractor 
 

Andrew Fernandez 
   Taylor Farms 
 

Bob LaBrier 
   American AgCredit 
 

Bob Perkins 
   Monterey Co. Farm Bureau 
 

Brad Rice 
   Salinas Land Company 
 

Bruce Taylor 
   Taylor Farms 
 

Butch Lindley 
   Lockwood Vineyards 
 

David J. Gill 
   Rio Farms 
 

Dennis Sites 
   Consultant 
 

Emmett Linder 
   Driscollôs  
 

Gary Tanimura 
   Tanimura & Antle 
 

Jesse Alderete 
   Premium Packing 
 

John Inman 
   Inman Consulting 
 

Kenny Dozier 
   Pringle Tractor Co. 
 

Kevin Piearcy 
   Industrial Pump 
 

Kurt Gollnick 
   Scheid Vineyards 
 

Margaret DôArrigo-Martin 
   DôArrigo Bros. Co. of California 
 
 

Mike Moser  
   Consultant  
 

Tom Russell 
    Pacific International Marketing 
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Come Grow with Us! 
 

The slogan ñCome Grow With Us!ò that has been used on our student vans and in our promotional materials appears to 

be yielding  positive  results.  Checking our class enrollments  over  the last couple of years, we realize that  all  the 

recruiting efforts are paying off.   
 

The total numbers of student enrollments  in  the  Fall of 2006, in all courses under the Ag Institute,  stood  at  186.  

The beginning of the current, Spring 2009, semester shows a total of 406 students.  Further investigation shows that the 

increase is due to increased class sizes in the  Agriculture Business,  Agriculture Production, and  Diesel Technology 

courses, as well as the addition of several new courses in Agriculture Mechanics and Precision Technology.   
 

We are making good progress towards our goal of 850 students in the programs.  So, send your employees, family 

members or take a class yourself é you can always learn something new! 
Neil Ledford, Program Leader  

 

GPS/GIS Technology  
 

Well, Spring has sprung, and the weather has been nice enough to take to the skies.  What better excuse to fly, than to 

mix pleasure with business? 
 

Last week, I had an inkling to fly and promote our upcoming GPS/GIS short course that will be presented on May 6, 

2009 at Hartnell main campus. 
 

At the same time all I needed was a willing student.  Stepping forward to don the head gear and digital camera was 

none other than  rising Ag-Mech star, Blaine Councilman from King City.  Blaine took my leadership course last se-

mester, and he is currently enrolled in both, Ag-Equipment Operation and Introduction to Ag. Mech offered at the Ali-
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Short Courses Coming Up 
The Ag. Business & Technology Institute will be hosting two new short courses: 

 

Food Safety for Harvest  Operations 
 

May 28 - 29, 2009  

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

at Hartnell College  

Fee: $ 159.00 

I explained to Blaine that I wanted to use GPS to measure urban sprawl 

on the most intensive agriculture producing valley in the worldé the 

Salinas Valley! Our local valley is approximately 12 miles wide and 70 

miles long.  Not big when compared to nearly every other valley in our 

state, but larger in the agricultural significance. 
 

The goal of our project was to map the trend of city growth on the valley 

floor, and what better way to get started than by air.  Blaine had never 

ridden in a small plane in his life, so I handed him a digital camera, 

explained the point and shoot function, and kept the plane on course.   

 

 Continuation on Page 3 

Introduction to GPS/GIS  

& Precision Technology Solutions  
for Agriculture - Construction - Public Sector 

 

May 6, 2009 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Fee: $ 75.00 

For further information on the short courses or to request an application form please contact (831) 755-6879 
or email cwestfall@hartnell.edu.  Walk-ins are welcome upon availability. Pre-registration is recommended. 

 



Hartnell AgðLeading the Way to Industry Technology Day! 
 

Industry Technology Day (ITD) at Hartnell College was a big hit in 2008 - so big in fact, that it is being expanded  to 

two days this year! ITD exposes students  to a range  of  hands-on  activities sponsored by Hartnell faculty  and  local 

industry partners. Activities will include partners from agriculture,  construction, healthcare & nursing,  science & 

math,  diesel technology, welding and others.  
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He did great, and seemed to have a smile on his face  most of the 

time.  This first  flight was  to simply  obtain aerial photos  of  the 

various cities, and the agricultural lay-out in the valley.   
 

Next we will circle the valley to create a sequence of GPS fixes 

that can be brought to Hartnell GIS instructor Joe Welch for 

mapping on a computer.  Then we would like to find historical 

photos of each city that can  be  used to map  a  trend of past 

growth and future projections. Here is a photo of  the  southern  

portion  of  our valleyéé look for more to come. 
                      

Ko Cooper, Ag. & Industrial Technology Instructor  

 Continuation from Pg. 2 

This year ITD will be on May 19, 2009 for Salinas Valley high school 

students. We added a second day on May 20, 2009  to expand  this  event  for  

middle  school students. Over 220 students per day are expected to join us at 

Hartnell!  
 

If you would like to be a part of future events, call the Agricultural Business & 

Technology Institute at (831) 755-6941/6879.                              

 

                                        Steven Triano, Ag. Business & Production Instructor   

Hartnell Agriculture Ambassadors Increasing their Visibility  
 

Did you know about the Ag. Ambassador course?  The Ag. Institute  offers a class  on  agriculture leadership  training 

focused on recruitment techniques. 
 

Hartnell College Agriculture Ambassadors travelled to Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, to participate in the Ag Ambassadors 

Statewide Conference. The theme was ñHow the West Was Won!ò Students from across the state gathered for this three 

day event. Hartnell stood out from the crowd as  an  enthusiastic  and  professional  team.  Or  perhaps they stood  out  

because of the lime green shirts! Either way, they made a great impression . 

 

CalPoly  provided  valuable activities  for learning, networking  and 

promoting agriculture. Workshops  were  devoted  to  a variety  of 

topics: writing press releases, politics of water, soil science, event 

photography, networking and collaboration.  

 

The hosts made sure that the Ag Ambassadors had plenty of time 

for fun. The highlight was the Casino Night Social. Rumor has it 

that the Hartnell  Ag Ambassadors  won  thousands of  dollars  that  

night. Unfortunately, it was paid out in funny money. 

 

Steven Triano, Ag. Business & Production Instructor   


