
FIVE APPROVAL CRITERIA FOR COURSES AND PROGRAMS 

These five criteria are derived from statute, regulation, intersegmental agreements, guidelines provided by 
transfer institutions and industry, and the experience of those involved in the intersegmental and occupational 
review of courses, as well as the standards of good practice established in the field of curriculum design. 

1.    Appropriateness to Mission 
The stated goals and objectives of the proposed program, or the objectives defined in the course Outline of 
Record, are consistent with the mission of the community colleges as formulated in Title 5§§ 55130(b)(5), and 
55180 and with the mission and comprehensive or master plan of the college. Curricula fall within the mission 
when designed to be taught to lower division students for credit towards the degree, and/or for purposes of 
transfer, occupational preparation, or career supplementation or upgrade, rather than for avocational use. 
Courses that develop the ability of students to succeed in college level courses and adult noncredit instruction 
also fall within the mission. 

For courses to be mission appropriate, they must also not be designed primarily to provide group activities or 
services, (e.g. physical activity, counseling, or assessment) but rather to provide systematic instruction in a body 
of content or skills whose mastery forms the basis of the student grade. Avocational, community service, and 
contract courses do not qualify for state funding, but do fall within the mission if they are self-supporting. 

2.    Need 
There is a demonstrable need for a course or program that meets the stated goals and objectives, at this time, and 
in the region the college proposes to serve with the program. 

3.    Quality 
Courses and programs are integrated, with courses designed to effectively meet their objectives and the goals 
and objectives of the programs for which they are required. Outlines of Record for each course meet the 
standards outlined in Section IV. 

4.     Feasibility 
The college has the resources to maintain the course or program in which the course is required at the level of 
quality described in course Outlines of Record and the new program application. Local approval procedures for 
new curriculum incorporate a detailing of costs sufficient to determine that this criterion can be fulfilled by the 
college. 

In the case of programs, the college's affirmation of its ability to offer the program is based at least partly upon 
an analysis of cost estimates and includes a commitment to offer the required courses at least once every two 
years, unless the goals and rationale for the particular program justify a longer time frame as being in the best 
interests of students. 

5.    Compliance 
The course or program complies with all other laws applicable to it, including federal regulations and licensing 

requirements. 


