COURSE SYLLABUS
Astronomy 1
Instructor: Pimol Moth, Ph.D.
Office: Merrill 5
Phone: (831) 755-6893
Email: pmoth@hartnell.edu
Office Hours: Wednesday, 1:00-3:00pm and Thursday 9:30-10:30 AM 
or by appointment
Astronomy Webpage: http://www.hartnell.edu/astronomy 
Homepage: http://www.hartnell.edu/faculty/pmoth
PLEASE READ ALL SECTIONS OF THIS SYLLABUS!
Course Description: A comprehensive survey of modern astronomy with an emphasis on the scientific method and the interpretation of astronomical data in discovering the nature of the solar system and the universe. Planetarium demonstrations are included. Suitable for students from all majors and acceptable for physical science credit at any state college or university.  Lab requirement can be satisfied when combined with AST lL.
Required Text and Materials:
Explorations: An Introduction to Astronomy, 6th Edition, by Arny & Schneider
Planisphere: recommended

The PowerPoint Presentations: I will be lecturing to the class using predominantly PowerPoint presentations.  These presentations are available to you on my Homepage.  Please print them out before coming to class so you will have them for reference.  
Group Activities (worth 15%):  In this class, you will learn to think critically and work together in small groups to answer questions and work through concepts.  You will earn full credit for participating in the activities and will not be penalized for incorrect answers.  Thus, attendance in the class is important as 15% of your grade will be based on these group activities and your grade may drop one full letter grade if you do not show up for class and participate in the activities.   Many of the questions on the exams will be taken directly from the questions posed during the group activities and cannot be found easily in the book so please show up for class.
Observing Projects (worth 5%): Two night sky observations with the naked eye, binoculars, and/or telescopes are required outside of class.  You will be advised in advance on the nature of the observations and the due dates for the observations.  It is very important that you start them early in the semester as you need several weeks of observations.  You should do the observing project on your own (not with a partner).  If observing projects are turned in with the same data and/or drawings, they will NOT be given credit.

Exams: There will be three midterms (worth 50%) and one final (worth 30%).  The exams will be true/false, multiple choice, and short answer and will require that you purchase scantron sheets form 882-E.  Please remember to bring the scantron and a  #2 pencil to the exam.  Exams will be closed book, closed notes.  Absolutely no cell phones are allowed during the exam.
The week before the exams, I will pass out a practice midterm exam, which will contain questions that you can use as a guide to study for the midterms.  The questions on the exam will cover what I talked about in class so it is important to take good notes during the lectures as some of the material will not be covered in the book.  The questions on the actual exam will be similar (but not necessarily the same)as the practice exam questions so be sure to look up the answers for all the questions on the practice exam. The actual exam will also contain between 30-40% additional  questions that will not be covered on the practice exam.  

The final exam will be cumulative (will cover everything!) and must be taken in order to pass the class.  There will NOT be a practice final.
Make-Up Midterm Exam Policy:  Exams may be made up if you know ahead of time that you will have to miss it AND talk to me, AND be able to take it before I pass back the midterm to the class, otherwise THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS ALLOWED, ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS!  There will only be one make-up exam allowed.
If an arrangement cannot be made or you do not notify me before the test date, you may drop one midterm exam (no questions asked) provided that you look up ALL the questions on the exam and hand it back to me within a week.   It is your responsibility to come talk to me within the next class meeting.  If I do not receive the completed exam or you wait more than one class meeting to inform me, the midterm exam will NOT be dropped.  

Only ONE midterm exam will be dropped.  If for any reason you miss two exams, the second exam will NOT be dropped and you will receive a zero on it.  You will NOT be allowed to make it up for whatever reason.  Although you may miss one exam without penalty, you are still responsible for knowing the material that is covered on the exam since it will be on the Final which will cover everything.

If you take all three midterms, the lowest midterm exam grade will be dropped.
Final Exam Policy: The final exam cannot be dropped.  In order to pass the class, the final must be taken.   The date of the final cannot be changed.  If you need to take the final earlier and have good reason, you must inform me several weeks before the final.  However, I have the discretion to deny the request.  The earliest that the final can be taken is 1 week before the actual date of the final, absolutely no exceptions.  
Extra Credit:  There will be extra credit available.  Each person can only do each extra once.  Each extra credit will be worth the same as one group activity (worth 10 points each).  The latest that any extra credit can be turned in is on the last day of class before finals week.   I will not accept any extra credit beyond that date.
1. Keep your eye out for any news, magazine, or web report for interesting breakthroughs or latest developments in Astronomy.  Write at least a 500 word summary describing the breakthrough.  List the source and title of the report.  For 10 extra points, give a 5 minute presentation to the class.
    2.   If you could participate in any NASA mission or project, what mission would it be (can be any existing or future missions)?  Please describe the mission and why you chose it in at least 500 words.  For 10 extra points, give a 5 minute presentation to the class.
    3.  You are only required to do two night sky observations. If you choose to do a third, you can earn extra credit.
Final Grades:   
· Observing Project: 5%

· Group Work: 15%

· Midterms: 50% 
· Final: 30%

· + Any Extra Credit

Final grades are based on the following percentages:
	Percentage
	Grade

	90-100 %
	A

	80-89 %
	B

	70-79 %
	C

	60-69 %
	D

	< 60 %
	F


Special Accommodations: If you need any special accommodations, please let me know during the first week of classes.  I will do my best to arrange them for you if you let me know early.
Attendance Policy:  I will pass around an attendance sign in sheet at the start of each class period so please don’t be late.  If the attendance sheet does not reach you, please notify me and you can sign it during the end of class.  It is your responsibility to get your name signed on the attendance sheet.  
It is very important not to miss too many classes.  Your grade will suffer if you miss too many group activities as it counts for 15% of your grade.  Some concepts that are covered in class will not be found in your book, but will be fair game for the exams.  Many of these concepts are covered in the group activities and also on concept questions that I ask to the class.  Furthermore, the PowerPoint presentations that are posted on the web do not include all the required information on them.  You need to be in class to get the information and take extra notes.  
I have the discretion to drop a student from the class upon missing one more class meeting than the number of class meetings in two weeks (including non-consecutive absences).   However, it is your responsibility to drop yourself from the class if you want to be dropped.  If you do not drop yourself, you could receive a failing grade in the class! 
Academic Honesty Policy:  All students enrolled in the course are bound by an academic honesty code.  Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, in-class cheating, out-of-class cheating, plagiarism, knowingly assisting another student in cheating or plagiarism, furnishing false information to College staff, faculty, administrators, or other officials.  First time offenders will receive a zero on the exam (which cannot be dropped).  Observing projects that have the same data, drawings, and answers will not be given credit.  Second time offenders will receive a failing grade in the class. 
Classroom Disruption Policy: In order to make this a positive experience for everyone, I expect you to take your education seriously and respect your classmates and me.  This means coming to class on time, waiting until I’m finished before packing up, turning off cell phones, and no texting, talking, whispering, or giggling while I am lecturing.   Because classroom disruption interferes with the learning process of your classmates, it will not be tolerated in this classroom.   I will follow a firm policy during the semester:
1. First offense, you will receive a warning.
2. Second offense, you will be told to leave the classroom.
3. Third offense, you will be dropped from the class.

My Expectations:  Everyone can earn a good grade in this class if you are dedicated, work hard, take good notes, and communicate when you have problems or don’t understand.  I will do my best to help you understand the concepts, answer your questions, and clarify any confusion.  I want you to do well and succeed in the class, but it is up to you to want to succeed in the class.  This will require some dedication on your part and willingness to put time into the course inside and outside of the classroom.  If you are having difficulties with the school work, please come to office hours and talk to me about them.  We can work around and resolve some problems if you communicate with me early.  Don’t wait until it is too late!  If you can’t make it to office hours, email or call me and we can schedule another time to meet.  Value your education and take it seriously: Study hard, don’t miss classes, don’t leave early, be respectful, and pay attention.  
Last but not least, I would like to say have fun!  I look forward to working with each one of you.  Astronomy is a fascinating subject, and I hope that this class will open your eyes to how important it is in our everyday lives. 
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