11/6/06

Tomorrow, Jim Riley and Andy will be at the Tech Review meeting at 2:00pm in C209 (I cannot make it since I have class then).  They will be presenting EGN 45 (new course, requires two readings at curriculum) and EGN1 (revised course, only requires 1 reading) to the Tech Review committee.  

Afterwards,  we need to make the revisions that the Tech Review has given to us and make copies by Thursday, November 9th so that it can be put on the agenda for the curriculum meeting on Thursday, November 16th.  Jim Riley, Kathy, and I will all be there for the meeting.  Others are welcome to attend the meeting.  

At both meetings, Jim Butler says that he will go to the meeting after his class at 3pm to answer any questions about the EGN 1 course. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  I've also attached documents for both courses for your reference.  Jim Butler has already seen the EGN 1 course outline and has also given his feedback and additions to it.
With EGN 45 there is still the issue as to whether to put the hours as lab hours or DHR (Days, hours by arrangement).  Jim Riley and I went to the office to get course outlines for other special project courses, but we found that they were all filled out with the old forms that are not in use today (these old forms don't have DHR option).  
We also agreed during the end of the meeting that since our PURE is a pilot program, the MOC document can be less technical and more informal.  We will send Kathy the latest revision by tomorrow at noon.  I've sent you the copy in the previous email.  

Also, during the meeting, we approved to use CIPA and MESA funds to support Joe's proposition of a field trip for students to visit several engineering and research centers in southern California.  Tentatively, the trip will occur during Spring Break (Sunday - Thursday).  And approximately 10 students will be able to attend along with Joe and any CIPA members.  

We estimated that it will probably cost $500.00/student.  We also discussed the possibility of having students fill out applications for the field trip and to recruit STEM students for it.  Also, we might have students earn 1 unit of credit for it (possibly as a Phy45 course or EGN 45 if it can be implemented next Spring); this way, we can have student participate in a few project management assignments, and the money can be justified in the CIPA grant.  

Additionally, Jesse discussed the budget with us and informed us that by the end of the year, we should have an available balance of approximately $60,000 that will carry over for next year.  This balance can help to support internships created and software for the creation of a new Engineering course (which we will begin designing next Spring) that will articulate with UC Santa Cruz's ENGR 27, Mathemathical Methods for Engineers.  I've spoken to Jim Butler about this and he thinks that it will be a great course for the students. 

