Naval Postgraduate School Open House
April 4th, 2008

Hartnell CIPA II Team: Andy Newton, Shannon McCann, Pimol Moth

STEM Students: Daniel Chairez, Rodrigo Sanchez, Leonel Medrano, Genaro Sanchez, Ricardo Cerritos, Jose Quezada, Nour Daas, Luciano Cerritos, Ernesto Mendoza, Ignacio Maravilla, Tim Correjou

NPS Organizers: Alison Kerr, Programs Manager of the Cebrowski Institute (Organizer), and Kim Wahlin (Organizer), Sue Higgins, Deputy Director of the Cebrowski Institute

NPS Faculty in Attendance: 

Brian Steckler (HFN Research Group)

Knox Millsaps (Mechanical and Astronautical Engineering Department)

Mathias Kolsch (Computer Vision and Image Processing Group)

Bret Michael (Application and Measurement of Advanced Formal Independent Verification and Validation Techniques)

Craig Martell (Speech and Language Group of the Autonomous Systems Lab)

Simson Garfinkel (Computer Science)
Purpose: The purpose of the visit to the Naval Postgraduate School was to give the prospective interns the opportunity to meet with professors at NPS and to discuss with them possibilities for summer internship projects.  The visit was organized by Alison Kerr, Programs Manager of the Cebrowski Institute at NPS.  The Cebrowski Institute for Innovation and Information Superiority sponsors cross-discipline projects leading to innovations that strengthen global security in the information age.    In particular, the Institute specializes in networks, innovations, and information superiority in engineering, applied sciences, informational sciences, and business.  
During the first half of the visit, the students were able to meet the researchers in a “speed dating” format.  The students broke up into small groups and met with each researcher. The researcher gave them a brief description of the projects in which they were involved and spent the rest of the time interacting with the students.   This format was a very effective way for the students and researchers to get to know each other and the potential research projects.  After the end of the session, the students and researchers noted their respective top three preferences for internship placements index cards, which were collected by Alison Kerr for sorting and matching.
During this time, the members of the CIPA II team met with Sue Higgins, the Deputy Director of the Cebrowski Institute to discuss the development of a formal structure for the internship relationship between Hartnell College and the Naval Postgraduate School, along with other possible connections between the institutions.  She also told us about the SMART (Science, Mathematics, and Research for Transformation) program which is an internship program run by Knox Millsaps.   This program offers scholarships to undergraduates, masters and doctoral students in STEM fields.  For every year of support at the University, they are required to work for one year for DOD.  The application period for the SMART program runs from August 15, 2008 through December 15, 2008. Awardees will be announced in the spring of 2009 and funding will begin in August 2009.  For more information see the website: http://www.asee.org/SMART/index.cfm.  
Dr. Higgins also said that on January 12, 2009 there will be a conference titled “Rebooting Computing:  The Magic & Beauty of Computer Science” which will serve to envision the future of computer science engineering nationwide.  
After the meeting with the researchers, Brian Steckler led the students and the CIPA II team on a tour of his Wireless Communications laboratory and the Nemesis vehicle used for communications operations during Hurricane Katrina.  The tour ended with refreshments in the Trident Room.
