Trip Report to NASA-CIPA II UNCFSP
Winning Government Contracts Training Course
November 12 – 14, 2008

On Wednesday, November 12, 2008 Shannon McCann traveled to El Paso, Texas to participate in the Winning Government Contracts training course organized by the UNCFSP Institute for Advancement.  The purpose of the training was to introduce NAFP fellows and CIPA II grant participants to the process of applying for government contracts.  The training was organized by Sondra Lancaster of the UNCFSP and was held on the campus of the University of Texas El Paso.

The first training module was a general overview of the fundamentals of applying for government contracts.  One valuable website introduced in this session was the Federal Acquisition Jumpstation (at http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/pub/fedproc/home.html) which links to all the federal government departments and agencies.  Another valuable website discussed was the FedBizOpps site (www.fbo.gov) which is a portal for vendors and buyers to access all available information about government contracts.  A third valuable web site mentioned is the Science Diversity Center (sciencediversitycenter.org) site which was actually developed by a researcher with an NSF grant and serves as a central location to list grants and grant opportunities related to diversity in the STEM disciplines.  The second training module was a primer on responding to solicitations, most of which was directly applicable to the grant application process which we are more likely to undertake.  The third training module gave instructions on the post-submission process, again valuable information when applied to applying for grant funding.  During this module Dr. Robert Trevino, a NAFP fellow from the Johnson Space Center, introduced the group to the NASA Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (SBTT) website at (sbir.gsfc.nasa.gov/SBIR/SBIR.html) which is a useful site for looking for NASA funding opportunities.

The three day training proved valuable for three reasons.  First, the information covered in the course should prove useful when applying for grants in general.  Second, the training course provided an opportunity to share ideas with NAFP fellows and representatives from CIPA II institutions.  Finally, I got a chance to spend time with Natalie Gore, who is the new Director of Academic Programs at NASA-Ames.  She is very eager to place some of our students in NASA sponsored internships.
