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WELCOME TO ONE MAIN STREET

Hartnell College Foundation and the National Steinbeck
Center Assume Ownership of the CSUMB Salinas City Center
from Cal State Monterey Bay

The Hartnell College Foundation and the National Steinbeck Center have formally
assumed ownership of the CSUMB Salinas City Center from Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB). The building will be renamed One Main Street. The announcement
was made during a press conference on Wednesday morning and marks a
significant step in strengthening downtown Salinas through expanded educational
access and regional partnerships.

The CSUMB Salinas City Center, home to the National Steinbeck Center,

has served as a central hub for learning, cultural programs and community
engagement since 1998. Under the Hartnell College Foundation's leadership, One
Main Street will continue to support expanded programming, provide community
and industry event space and create opportunities for nonprofit collaborations and
social innovations, all while remaining an anchor for downtown Salinas.



Welcome to One Main Street

Reflecting on the goals and future plans of One Main Street, Dr. Jackie Cruz,
vice president of institutional advancement and executive director of the Hartnell
College Foundation, said:

“The Hartnell College Foundation, CSUMB and the National Steinbeck Center
have worked together for over two decades to serve the Salinas Valley," she said.
“With this transition, we're building on that foundation to meet the evolving needs
of nonprofit organizations, students, professionals, regional economic drivers
and community members through expanded workforce development, continuing
education, entrepreneurship and short-form learning that aligns with local
economic needs. We extend our deep appreciation to CSUMB for their thoughtful
care and leadership of this building over the years.”

The National Steinbeck Center will continue to operate within the building,
preserving its role as one of the nation’s foremost literary museums dedicated to
the life and legacy of Nobel Prize-winning author John Steinbeck. The National
Steinbeck Center will continue to serve its members and expand its youth
programming at One Main Street.

“We are thrilled to embark on a new chapter for our community and the Steinbeck
fans from around the world who come to Salinas to visit the National Steinbeck
Center,"” said Steve Emerson, president of the National Steinbeck Center. "Our
collaboration with the Hartnell College Foundation creates the opportunity to
revitalize the National Steinbeck Center with enhanced bookstore and museum
experiences, expanded programming for all ages and dedicated meeting spaces
for our local education, business and nonprofit community. This transformational
agreement not only secures the future of the Center but significantly improves its
economic outlook, strengthening our ability to serve local, regional, and broader
communities with greater impact and sustainability.”

Several key initiatives will also be headquartered at One Main Street, including:

o Hartnell's K-12 STEM Programs, engaging nearly 10,000 youth annually in
robotics, coding and science learning.

o Bright Futures Monterey County, the county’s cradle-to-career partnership.

o El Pdjaro Community Development Corporation - kitchen incubator and
entrepreneurship support for local food-based small businesses.

» Monterey County Office of Education- temporary relocation of meal service
operations, ensuring continuity of warm meals for thousands of students.

o Salinas Valley Chamber of Commerce - expanded business support and
reignition of community events impacted by the pandemic.

“We have big dreams for One Main Street,” added Cruz. “In the long term, we
envision creating a community biotech lab, a space for local talent to innovate with
tools and technologies usually only found in larger cities. We're planting the seeds
for regional economic vitality."



Welcome to One Main Street

Michael Gutierrez, superintendent/president of Hartnell College, emphasized the
long-term impact of the acquisition.

“This transfer strengthens our ability to support economic development efforts

in downtown Salinas and to offer more accessible education and training to

the current workforce,” he said. “Through this extension, we are committed to
enhancing the economic and social mobility of both students and the broader
community by helping individuals unlock opportunity and build a more connected,
prosperous future for all.”

CSUMB President Dr. Vanya Quifiones affirmed the university's support for the
transition, calling it a continuation of the strong partnership between CSUMB and
Hartnell College.

“The Hartnell College Foundation is well positioned to continue the legacy of the
Salinas City Center,” she said. “This move reflects our strong partnership and
shared commitment to serve the region.”

The building purchase was made possible through the generous philanthropic
support of Taylor Farms, Harden Foundation, D'Arrigo Charitable Trust, and the
Hartnell College Foundation Board.

“At Taylor Farms, we believe in investing in the future of our community through
education, innovation and collaboration,” said Bruce Taylor, Chairman and CEO
of Taylor Fresh Foods. “One Main Street represents a bold vision for Salinas — a
space where learning, culture and entrepreneurship intersect to support the next
generation of local leaders. We're proud to support this initiative and look forward
to seeing the positive impact it will have on our community for years to come." g




HARTNELL COLLEGE STUDENTS PERFORMED
ORIGINAL PLAY AT PRESTIGIOUS BORDERLIGHT
THEATRE FESTIVAL IN CLEVELAND

A group of nine Hartnell College students and two faculty members headed to
Cleveland, Ohio, to present their original production, Get with the Times, Jane! at
the acclaimed BorderLight Theatre Festival, an international showcase known for
celebrating boundary-pushing, socially engaged, and independent theatre.

The opportunity marked a major milestone for the Hartnell College Theatre
program and the student creators.

“"We've been working on this project since 2024, so we've spent a lot of time with
it,” said Aleah Aguilar, a Hartnell College student. “The fact that we're taking it out
of state to present at a festival says a lot about how far we've come.”

Written and performed by an all-female cast of students, Get with the Times,
Janel!is a bilingual, time-traveling comedy that brings history and modern-day
struggles into a sharp, humorous focus. The story follows a Mexican-American
suffragette from 1916 who awakens in 2016 and finds herself clashing and
connecting with three present-day college women confronting challenges around
politics, identity, and equality.



Hartnell College Students Performed Original Play at
Prestigious BorderLight Theatre Festival in Cleveland

The students first produced the show in Fall 2024 amid the backdrop of the
national election, drawing on personal experiences and social issues to shape the
script. After a successful run, theatre instructor River Navaille submitted the work
to fringe festivals nationwide. BorderLight soon responded with an invitation to

join its 2025 lineup.

“"We got so much great feedback on the first version of the show,” said Aguilar. "It
made people laugh, think, and want to create something of their own. That's why

people should see it." W

This is a show we built together, we wanted to create
something that speaks to our community, especially
our Hispanic community. It's been amazing to see how
audiences connect with it.”

— Karen Alfaro, Hartnell College Theatre Student



HARTNELL COLLEGE NAMES
SANDRA GUZMAN VICE PRESIDENT
OF STUDENT AFFAIRS

Hartnell College was proud to announce the appointment of Sandra Guzman as
the new Vice President of Student Affairs, effective July 7.

Guzman brings more than 25 years of experience in higher education and
community-based organizations, focused on advancing student success, equity
and mental wellness. She most recently served as Dean of Student Engagement
and Completion at American River College, where she led a broad range of
student support programs and learning communities for Latinx, Black, LGBTQIA+,
undocumented and justice-impacted students.




Hartnell College Names Sandra Guzmdn Vice President of Student Affairs

Previously at Sacramento City College (SCC), Guzman held multiple elected
faculty leadership roles, including president of the academic senate. In that
capacity, she championed inclusive policy development and equity-minded

hiring practices. She also co-developed “Undocu Ally" training, later adopted
districtwide, and served as a consultant for Hispanic-Serving Institution initiatives
statewide. Her contributions earned her the SCC Faculty Excellence Award and
the Latino Leadership Council’s Quetzal Educator Award.

At Hartnell, Guzman will lead student services across all district locations. Her
responsibilities will include oversight of counseling, student life, basic needs
programs, mental health services and culturally responsive learning communities.
She will play a central role in efforts to increase access, foster academic
achievement and support students’ overall well-being.

Guzman holds a bachelor's degree in psychology and Spanish from California
State University Chico, and a master's degree in counseling psychology from the
University of San Francisco. She is currently pursuing a doctorate in leadership
studies with a focus on student personnel services at the University of the
Cumberlands. &

“Growing up, my uncles worked the lettuce fields in Salinas
to help support our family. It's an incredible honor to return
to this community in service. I'm excited to help create
pathways for students to thrive at Hartnell College.”

— Sandra Guzman, VP of Student Affairs



NASA MUREP AEROSPACE ACADEMY
A SUCCESS AT K-12 STEAM PROGRAM

Hartnell College Foundation K-12 STEAM programs celebrated the culmination of
another successful NASA Murep Aerospace Academy (MAA) summer program
with a symposium and poster session at Hartnell College's Student Center.

The summer, the program started with more than 170 high school students who
aimed to participate in the program over the course of six sessions held each
week on Fridays, of interactive lessons and hands-on activities focused on
acoustic damping in aerospace engineering. Students met at the Hartnell Alisal
Campus daily with one cohort of 14 youth in King City.

“It has been my absolute pleasure to be part of this initiative over the past three
years—a collaboration that truly reflects the shared mission of the Hartnell College
Foundation, Hartnell College, and NASA," said Ana Ibarra, director of K-12 STEAM
program at Hartnell College Foundation. “Engaging students through meaningful
projects and field trips has been a deeply rewarding experience.”

Over the course of three years, students have engaged in topics of hydrology,
lunar rovers, and acoustic damping. They have also engaged in field trips

to Elkhorn Slough, Monterey One Water, Farm NG, Joby Aviation, and the
WeatherTech Raceway at Laguna Seca.

Hartnell College was one of only nine academic institutions selected to receive the
NASA MUREP Aerospace Academy grant, and one of just two community colleges
chosen nationwide. Thanks to the NASA award and the support of Chevron,
Hartnell College has played a pivotal role in expanding youth exposure to STEM
careers. This grant has funded the summer program for high school students
since 2023.



However, Hartnell's partnership with NASA dates back to 2011, when it first
received a NASA MAA award aimed at engaging 300 elementary students in
aerospace careers. Over the years, this initiative has grown to impact thousands
of students and continues to make a lasting difference.

PROVEN IMPACT TO INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION

This year, two student Lead Technicians participated in the coordination of NASA
MAA. They participated in NASA MAA in the past and share their story of how they
were inspired and how they are now leading the way for other youth:

Celeste Romero was set to major in education and later switched majors to
psychology while at Hartnell. But her new job supporting the NASA MAA

students one summer gave her a different perspective and her love for software
engineering was born. Now, her passion is leading to Al development, thus will get
her certification in Information Technology.

For Michael QOliver, an introduction to the TRiO program at Hartnell led him to
NASA MAA during his junior year in high school. He enjoyed the program for
two years in a row and his love for space, planets, and hydrology led him to his
passion. Through networking, he found himself as Lead Technician this summer,
teaching others about NASA MAA and the opportunities STEM brings.

In the next five years, NASA anticipates needing one million workers to fulfill
different projects and missions. With NASA MAA, the goal is to discover in youth
talents they did not know existed in them and with or without a college degree,
provide opportunities for hands-on control over the future.

“Looking ahead, we are excited about the continued opportunities NASA will
provide as it works to develop its workforce,” said Ibarra. “l am incredibly grateful
to all of our partners, instructors, and especially to our main sponsor, Chevron, for
making this possible.”

For more information about the K-12 STEAM Program, contact Ana Ibarra
at aibarra@hartnellcollegefoundation.org W

If it wasn't for programs like “I love it and it's fun. At first it
this, | would not be where | am can be intimidating but once you
today. As a lead now, | can show start playing with things you start
other students what NASA MAA to learn how everything works -
is and where it can take them.” that's how it happened with me.”

— Michael Oliver, 18 — Celeste Romero, 20

UC Berkeley, Astrophysics Major University of Phoenix,

Rancho San Juan High School, Software Engineering Major

2024 Lead Technician at Gonzales High School, 2023 Lead
NASA MAA Hartnell 2025 Technician at NASA MAA Hartnell 2025




HARTNELL COLLEGE RECEIVES
NATIONAL RECOGNITIONIN
2025 CARNEGIE CLASSIFICATIONS

Hartnell College has been named an Opportunity College and University
(OCU) in the 2025 Carnegie Classifications, recognizing institutions
that provide broad student access and measurable earnings outcomes
following graduation.

Hartnell is one of 60 community colleges in the United States — and one
of two in California — to receive the OCU designation in the new Student
Access and Earnings Classification, developed by the American Council
on Education and the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of
Teaching. In total, 479 institutions received the OCU designation across
all sectors of higher education.

The Student Access and Earnings Classification evaluates institutions
based on the percentage of students who receive Pell Grants, the
proportion of students from underrepresented racial and ethnic
backgrounds, and post-attendance earnings eight years after
enrolliment. The classification is contextualized using local economic and
demographic data to reflect regional equity and workforce outcomes.

“This classification affirms Hartnell's institutional mission to expand
educational opportunity and support student achievement,” said Michael
Gutierrez, superintendent/president of Hartnell College. "We remain
focused on advancing economic mobility for our students and the
communities we serve."



Classifications were announced in Washington, D.C. as part of a broader
national release. According to the Carnegie Foundation, Opportunity
Colleges and Universities demonstrate both higher access and higher
earnings potential, serving as models for institutional effectiveness in
addressing socioeconomic disparities through education.

In addition to its OCU designation, Hartnell College received the 2025
Institutional Classification of Mixed Associate Medium, a grouping
that includes 265 institutions nationwide, representing 7 percent of all
colleges and universities in the Institutional Classification.

The Carnegie Classification system is maintained by the American
Council on Education in collaboration with the Carnegie Foundation. It
has served as the leading framework for describing institutional diversity
in U.S. higher education since 1973 and is updated every three years.

For more information on the 2025 Carnegie Classifications, visit the
Carnegie Classifications website: carnegieclassifications.acenet.edu l

Being named an Opportunity College affirms what
drives our work at Hartnell: the belief that education
transforms lives, both for our students and their
families. We are commiitted to expanding opportunity
in ways that disrupt cycles of poverty and close gaps
in education and income across generations.”

— Gayle Pitman, VP of Institutional Equity,
Effectiveness, and Success.



