
HARTNELL COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
 

Resolution 25:1 
IN SUPPORT OF UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS AND  
AFFIRMING THE PRIVACY OF STUDENT RECORDS 

 
WHEREAS, the Hartnell Community College District mission states, “We advance social and 

economic justice through the transformative power of education,” making no distinction about a 
student's immigration status or U.S. citizenship status in providing education services; and 
 

WHEREAS, California Community Colleges, including Hartnell College, are open to all students 
who meet the minimum requirements for admission, regardless of immigration status; and 
 

WHEREAS, the cultural wealth and economic contributions of undocumented individuals, 
particularly in Monterey County and in the Salinas Valley, are woven into the fabric of our community, 
enriching our lives through the rich cultural assets they bring to us, and supporting our agricultural 
industry and other economic sectors; and 

 
WHEREAS, great uncertainty exists regarding the specific immigration policies that will be 

pursued by the federal government, raising fears among immigrants and other populations in our 
community regarding the possibility of deportation; and   
 

WHEREAS, in compliance with SB 54 and AB 21, the California Attorney General’s office 
provided a December 2024 update to its 2018 Guidance and Model Policies to Assist California’s 
Colleges and Universities in Responding to Immigration Issues, which provides clear guidance regarding 
protecting student information, responding to law enforcement requests for access to college facilities 
and/or student records, and responding to immigration actions against students or family members, and 
which California community colleges are required to adopt and implement; and    

 
WHEREAS, the California Community Colleges Chancellor's Office has issued Legal Advisory 24-

11-15: California and its Community Colleges Remain Sanctuary Jurisdictions, reminding colleges that 
under California state law, institutions within the California community college system shall refrain from 
cooperating in federal enforcement of national immigration laws unless compelled to do so by state or 
federal law, and that our system does not capture information on undocumented students, nor does our 
system release personally identifiable student information related to immigration status unless required 
by judicial order; and 
 

WHEREAS, Hartnell College is required by federal law to comply with and enforce the Family 
Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), which prohibits the release of any personally identifiable 
student education records, including data related to immigration status, without student authorization 
or without a judicial warrant, subpoena, or court order unless authorized by law; and 
  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hartnell Community College District affirms our 
ongoing commitment to creating and maintaining a safe and welcoming environment in support of 
undocumented students in accordance with California state laws and with the District’s mission and 
values; that the District, consistent with existing law, shall refrain from cooperating in federal 
enforcement of national immigration laws unless compelled to do so by state or federal law; that the 
District shall comply with federal and state laws by taking every means possible to protect the privacy 



rights of all students, including undocumented students; and that the District will continue to provide 
support services, educational opportunities, and technical information to ensure that all members of our 
community, including those who are undocumented, have the opportunity to achieve their educational 
goals at Hartnell College and contribute to the vibrancy of the Salinas Valley.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Hartnell Community College District Governing Board on 
Feburary 4, 2025 by the following vote:  

YES: 

NO:  

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

SIGNED 
Irma C. Lopez, Board President 

ATTEST 
Michael Gutierrez, Board Secretary 
Superintendent/President 

Der Ramos, González, Iracheta, Lopez, Montemayor, Valdés

None

None

 DePauw


