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Comparison

2023 vs 2025
Real College [Basic Needs] Survey Results

Spring 2023

516 Hartnell College Respondents
• Male: 94

• Female: 252
• Gender fluid/ Non -Binary: 4
____________________________

• Part - time: 42.2%
• Full- time: 57.8%

Spring 2025

948 Hartnell College Respondents
• Male: 212

• Female: 533
• Gender fluid/ Non -Binary: 28

___________________________
• Part - time: 37%
• Full- time: 63%

Source: RealCollegeCA Results (2023; 2025)



College Expenses

Which of the following ways 
do you use to pay for the 
expenses associated with 

attending college? 

18.9%

54%

49.7%

40.6%

56.8%

23.5%

51.2%

51.6%

34%

50.8%

Source: RealCollegeCA Results (2023; 2025)



Employment Search

In the last 30 days have 
you been looking for 

work? 43.1%

(Yes)

39.6%

(Yes)

Source: RealCollegeCA Results (2023; 2025)

**Surveys administered in the 
Spring Term (2023 & 2025)



28.5%

30.7%

42.4%

18.6%

13.1%

29.1%

31.8%

45.8%

21%

12%

5.4%

7.7%

In the last 12 months, 
students

Housing Insecurity

Source: RealCollegeCA Results (2023; 2025)



Food Insecurity

In the last 30 days...

Source: RealCollegeCA Results (2023; 2025)

**Surveys administered in the 
Spring Term (2023 & 2025)

...students worried they wound run out of 
food before getting money to buy more

...food didn't last and students didn't have 
money to buy more

...students couldn't afford to eat balanced 
meals

14.1% 36%

19.1% 38.4%

10.9% 31.5%

13.5% 35.7%

15.7%

20% 32.9%

32.9%



Food Insecurity
In the last 30 days, 

students...

29.1%
48.1%

55.8%

28.2% 30.1%

YesYes Yes Yes

...ration or skipped 
meal(s) due to lack of 

money to buy food

...lost weight because 
lack of money to buy 

food

Yes Yes

...not eat for a whole
day due to lack of 

food access.

18.9%
16.2%

Source: RealCollegeCA Results (2023; 2025)



Student Parents

29.1%

20.3% 21.4%

40.7% 38.3%

Source: RealCollegeCA Results (2023; 2025)

Count 21:Count 20 Count 38:Count 41



**Surveys administered in the 
Spring Term (2023 & 2025)

In the last 30 days, 
student parents...

Student Parents

...relied on ONLY low cost food to feed 
their children due to running low on money

...couldn’t afford to feed their children a 
balanced meal.

...children were not eating enough because 
they could not afford enough food

11% 30.1
%

18.3% 40.2%

6.9% 19.4%

8.3
%

28.4%

13.9%

5.9% 12.4%



Terminology

Persistence

Students who were 
enrolled in current 

semester “persisted,” or 
successfully enrolled for 

subsequent term. 

Completion

Completion rates are 
measured by Certificate 

Completion or 
Graduation.

Retention

Retention rates are 
measured by students 

who stay in the 
course(s) past Census 

day.

Success

Course success means 
students passed with a 

“C” or better. 
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80%
(73%) 2,42

4

1,69
8

1,83
9

Unduplicated

2077

80%
(72%)

Success

80%
(58%)

79%
(73%)

92%
(87%)

Retention

92%
(89%)

Persistence

89%
(73%)

93%
(89%)

87%
(65%)

SPRING 
2024

FALL 
2023

FALL 
2024

86%
(65%)SPRING 

2025
83%
(77%)

93%
(91%)

Outcomes

Avg: 3.5%+ Avg: 6.75%+ Avg: 20.25%+ 



basicneeds@hartnell.edu831-770-7081 @hartnell_basicneeds

Hartnell College Basic Needs

Partner with 
us today.

Your investment ensures a stable, thriving community, 
workforce, and helps build a stronger Salinas Valley 
tomorrow.

Let’s grow together.
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