
Dr. Kristen Nielsen: 

Dr. Kristen Nielsen is the current Associate Dean of Educator Preparation 
Programs at Oregon State University. She has twenty years of teaching, research, 
and leadership experience in education. Dr. Nielsen has extensive experience in 
program development, assessment, and leadership in higher education and has held 
several leadership roles in teacher education at the University of Calgary, Boston 
University, and the University of Massachusetts Lowell. She has directed the 
planning and redesign of undergraduate curriculum, developed school and 
community partnership programs, and served as an advocate for social justice, 
diversity, and inclusion in education. 
  
Dr. Nielsen is a specialist in literacies, languages, and language arts, and she has 
researched and instructed courses in language and literacies for a number of years, 
including as an adjunct at Hartnell College. She has recently developed courses on 
migration and schooling practice, with a focus on inclusive and differentiated 
literacy practices in the U.S., Canada, and Europe, and has served as invited 
faculty member and presenter at the University of Regensburg, Germany and Tufts 
University.  

 

 

 

Dr. Ram Subramaniam 

Dr. Ram Subramaniam is the Acting Associate Vice President of Instruction at 
Foothill College. Prior to this, Ram was the Dean of the STEM Division at Foothill 
(2017-2022) during which time he supervised the various academic STEM 
departments and also the Science Learning Institute. Before coming to Foothill, 
Ram was a chemistry instructor at De Anza College (also part of the California 
Community College system) from 2008 to 2017 and at Santa Clara University 
(2003-2008). 

Ram has an undergraduate degree in Chemistry and Instrumentation Engineering 
from Birla Institute of Technology and Science (1987-1992, Pilani, India) and a 
Doctorate in Chemistry from the University of Kentucky (1933-1997, Lexington, 
KY). After completing a post-doctoral fellowship at Case Western Reserve 
University (1997-2001, Cleveland, OH) Ram was a visiting associate professor in 
the chemistry department of Hamilton College (2002-2003, Clinton, NY). 
 


