
Hartnell College Library 
Reference Department 831 759-6078 

www.hartnell.edu/library/ 
 

Information Literacy 3 
How to Cite Information Using MLA Format 

(based on the MLA Handbook, 6th ed.) 
 

The list of works cited should appear as the last page of your research paper. The entire list should be double-
spaced within the lines of each citation and in alphabetical order by the last name of each author. If the 
author’s name is unknown, alphabetize by the title, ignoring any initial The, A, or An. Note the indention after 
the first line of each citation. The following is a sample of how the beginning of your Works Cited should look:  
 

PRINT RESOURCES 
Books 
 
Single author                 Wood, Nancy V. Writing Argumentative Essays. Upper Saddle 
                                                        River: Prentice-Hall, 2001. 
 
Two authors James, Peter, and Nick Thorpe. Ancient Mysteries. New York: Ballantine 
                                                        Books, 2001. 
 
More than two Schlachter, Gail A., et al. Scholarships. New York: Simon & 
authors                                           Schuster, 2002.  
 
Editor Cart, Michael, ed. In the Stacks: Short Stories about Libraries and 
                                                       Librarians. Woodstock: Overlook P, 2002. 
 
 
Essay  Jaskoski, Helen. “To Tell a Good Story.”  Leslie Marmon Silko: A  
    Collection of Critical Essays. Ed. Louise K. Barnet and James 
    L. Thorson. Albuquerque: U of New Mexico P, 1999.  
    87-100. 
 
Encyclopedia Articles  
 
Signed (author given) Bloome, David. “Language and Education.” Encyclopedia of Education.  
                                                      New York: Macmillan, 2003.  
                                               If the author is not given, begin with the title of the article. 
                                      
  

Magazines, Journals and Newspapers   
 
Magazine article  Silverman, Gillian. “It's a Bird, It's a Plane, It's Plagiarism Buster!” 
                                                       Newsweek 15 July 2002:12. 
                                                   
 

Note the order 
of the second 
author’s name. 



Journal article         Anderson, Douglas. "Subterraneous Virginia: The Ethical Poetics of  
                                                       Thomas Jefferson.”  Eighteenth-Century Studies 33 (1999): 233-49. 
 
 
Newspaper article Chaker, Anne Marie.  “A Backdoor Route to a Dream    
                                                        College: Top Signed Schools Establish Links with   
                                                        Community Colleges; from Miami-Dade to Yale.”  
                                                        Wall Street Journal 26 June 2003, eastern ed.: D1. 
       

INTERVIEWS 
 

Interview in person  Valeau, Edward J. Personal Interview. 18 Aug. 2003. 
 
Interview in print  Armstrong, Lance. Interview. “Tour de Force.” With Mike Zimmerman.  
                                                       Men’s Health.  July-Aug. 2002: 72-74. 

 
 

INTERNET & MULTIMEDIA 
 
World Wide Web sites Author. “Title of page.” Project site or homepage. 
(General MLA  format)                   Sponsoring institution. Date of posting/revision. Date of   
                                                       access <URL>. 
 
If the Web site does not have one of these elements, leave it out and continue with the citation.  
 
 Professional site “Banned Books Week.” ALA. American Library Association. 15 May 2002.  
           30 Nov. 2005 <http://www.ala.org/Content/NavigationMenu/ 
                                                       Our_Association/Offices/Intellectual_Freedom3/Banned_Books_Week/ 
                                                        Banned_Books_Week.htm>. 
 
Online CQ Researcher  Hatch, Dave. "Drug Company Ethics." CQ Researcher 6 June 2003: 521-      
                        544. CQ Researcher Online. Hartnell Coll. Lib., Salinas. 30 Nov. 2005      
         <http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher>. 
 
Subscription service Borja, Rhea. “Prepping for the Big Test.”  Education Week 
magazine article        8 May 2003: 23+. MasterFile Premier. EBSCOhost. Hartnell Coll. Lib.,  
                                                      Salinas. 30 July 2003 <http://search.epnet.com>.  
 
Subscription service Mathews, Jay. “The Workhouse of Higher Education; Laurels for the   
newspaper article                          Often-overlooked Community College.” The Washington Post 7 Aug.      
                                                      2005:12. National Newspapers (5). ProQuest. Hartnell Coll. Lib.,                 
                                                      Salinas. 7 Dec. 2005 <http://www.proquest.com/>.  
 
Galenet Candelaria, Cordelia. “Problems and Promise in Anaya's Llano." The  

                                            American Book Review Sept.–Oct. 1983:18. Rpt. in Contemporary 
                                            Literary Criticism. Literature Resource Center. Gale Group. Hartnell  
                                            Coll. Lib., Salinas. 30 July 2003 < http://galenet.galegroup.com >.  

                                                    
netLibrary eBook         Mahwah, N.J. Lawrence. An Insider's Guide to Success in the Two-  
                                                        Year College. Hauppauge, N.Y: Barron's, 1999. netLibrary. 2001-     
                                                        2003. Hartnell Coll. Lib., Salinas. 30 July 2003   
                                                        <http://www.netlibrary.com>. 
 
Video recording 2001 A Space Odyssey. Screenplay by Stanley Kubrik and  
                                                     Arthur C. Clarke. Dir. Stanley Kubrik. 1968. Videocassette.  
                                                     MGM/UA, 1991. 
 

Don’t forget to double space between lines of each citation and indent after the first line of each citation. 
If you have any questions, please ask a librarian for help!                                    
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