
Mechanized  Agriculture  will   be   

divided  into two levels, where students 

can finish Level I by completing a series 

of basic mechanics courses such as “Intro 

to Mechanized Agriculture”, “ Basic 

Welding”,  “Agriculture   Machinery  

Management”, among others.  The  Level   

II  certificate   will   include   additional   

mechanics courses that are designed to 

build  on  the students‟skills and allow 

advancement in their careers. 

 

Food Safety  will allow students to enter 

or improve skills and knowledge in this 

critical specialization.  This certificate 

will take the students through topics such  

as  food  microbiology,   maintaining   

good    agricultural practices, employee 

health and sanitation, and making  field  

audits.  Students  will  work  for growers 

or food processors with responsibilities 

to maintain a safe food supply. 

 

The certificate in Pest Management  is 

designed  to  help  prepare  students  to 

qualify for  the state license exami-

nation for pest control advisor. This 

certificate will lead students into 

careers where they will become like 

the „doctors and pharmacists‟ for 

plants.  The job prospects have been 

excellent in this specialty. 
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 Agricultural Business and Tech. Institute New Majors Coming Soon... 

On the drawing boards are three new “majors” under the Ag Business & Tech 

Institute banner.  All three majors are  currently being reviewed  by  industry 

advisory committees  and  the  Hartnell  Curriculum Committee, then they will 

go to the California Chancellor‟s office for final approval.  Many of the courses 

that will make up each of these certificates  are  already  approved and  are being 

offered as the schedule permits.  A brief sketch of each of the planned majors is 

outlined below: 

Editor: Neil Ledford 

Ag  Steering Committee 

 
Bob Martin (co-chair) 
   Rio Farms 
 
Jim Bogart (co-chair) 
   Grower-Shipper Association 
 
Aaron Johnson 
   Johnson & Moncrief 
 
Al Parolini 
   Coastal Tractor 
 
Andrew Fernandez 
   Taylor Farms 
 
Bob LaBrier 
   American AgCredit 
 
Bob Perkins 
   Monterey Farm Bureau 
 
Brad Rice 
   Salinas Land Company 
 
Bruce Taylor 
   Taylor Farms 
 
Butch Lindley 
   Lockwood Vineyards 
 
David J. Gill 
   Rio Farms 
 
Dennis Sites 
   SoilServ 
 
Emmett Linder 
   Driscoll‟s  
 
Gary Tanimura 
   Tanimura & Antle 
 
Jesse Alderete 
   Premium Packing 
 
John Inman 
   Inman Consulting 
 
Kenny Dozier 
   Pringle Tractor Co. 
 
Kevin Piearcy 
   Industrial Pump 
 
Kurt Gollnick 
   Scheid Vineyards 
 
Margaret D‟Arrigo-Martin 
   D‟Arrigo Bros. Co. of California 
 
Mike Moser  
   Consultant  
 



The „Center  for  Applied Technology‟, currently  

being   constructed   on   the  Alisal Campus  will  

become  the  home of the Ag Institute beginning in 

January, 2010.   
 

This  50,000 sq.  foot building  will  accommodate 

student  service  areas,  offices  and  food services, 

shop  areas  for  diesel  mechanics   and  welding, 

and a two story classroom building.   
 

The  classroom  building  will  house  numerous 

educational spaces including classrooms sponsored 

by Driscoll‟s and Green Giant by Grower‟s Express. 

 

 

Dynamic Careers in Agriculture 
 

Production agriculture (especially here in the Salinas Valley) is a far more advanced endeavor than what it 

was just 10 years ago.  With technology literally ñleap-froggingò at an unprecedented rate, the opportunity 

for new and exciting careers in agriculture is limitless.  Students now have the opportunity to specialize in 

such disciplines as GPS & GIS Technology, Food Safety, Food Processing, Labor Relations in Agribusi-

ness, Bio-technology, Pest Management and many others.  In fact, no other industry in the world crosses 

disciplines like agriculture and local companies are always in the market for skilled, dedicated people who 

can help their businesses. 

      

We live and work in an area that is recognized as a leader in „value added‟ production and processing in 

the world.  The climate and  fertile  soil  of  our  valley is  unmatched anywhere in the world.   The „Ag 

Institute‟ has developed a new, exploratory course entitled  “Careers  in  Agriculture and Technology.” 

Students will have the opportunity to become acquainted with the breadth of the agriculture industry and 

experience some of the technology right here in the Salinas Valley.  Guest  speakers  from industry will 

present local opportunities, and the students will visit a number of sites.  
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Agriculture science laboratory rooms sponsored by 

Fresh Express, and Chiquita Brands, and studio 

classrooms  sponsored  by  D‟Arrigo Bros. Co. of  

California, Taylor Farms, Pacific Int‟l Marketing, 

and the Tanimura Family Foundation.   

 

The building will also house  the Thomas M. Merrill 

Industry Meeting Room.  Several naming opportuni-

ties still remain in this new building.   

 

Those interested should contact Beverly Grova, 

Hartnell College Foundation at (831) 755-6810.  



The  Food  Safety  Advisory Committee  and others  

have  recently  presented   another  short course, 

“Implementation   of  GAPs  and   Food   Safety  

Practices” on the campus of Arizona Western College 

in  Yuma, Arizona.   

 

This  is  the sixth  time  a  similar  course  has  been 

presented reaching more than 400 ag employees.  

“Each time we offer the class there‟s new, additional 

information   and   updating  of   the  material pre-

sented”, stated Neil Ledford.   

 

A total  of  forty six people attended with  nineteen 

enrolled in the Spanish language section.  Vicki Scott 

of Amigo Farms, Yuma, Arizona, gave a welcome on 

behalf of the Yuma Safe Produce Council, one of the 

class sponsors.   

Food Safety Course in Yuma, AZ 

 

Speakers for the Food Safety Course: 
 

 

Andrew Fernandez, Vice President for Raw Product, 

    Taylor Farms 

Cosme Pina, Food Safety Manager, Taylor Farms 

Greg Komar, Technical Manager, NSF Davis Fresh 

Dr. Hadi Tabbara, Director of Science and Technology,  

   Western Growers 

Francisco Valdés, Manager of Field Quality Assurance/ 

   Food Safety, River Ranch Fresh Food 

David Cramer, Dir. of Tech Services, Grower-Shipper  

   Association of Central California 

Vicki Scott, Director of Quality Assurance, Amigo Farms 

Neil Ledford, Program Leader, Hartnell College 

Larissa Daniel, Food Safety Administrator, Misionero  

   Vegetable 

Afreen Malik, Food Safety Manager, OceanMist Farms 

Dr. Charles Sanchez, University of Arizona 

Dr. Jorge Fonseca, Vegetable & Post Harvest Specialist,  

   University of Arizona 

Kari Valdés, Quality Assurance Manager, River Ranch  

    Fresh Foods 

Page 3 

All together eleven individuals served as the class 

presenters, each of whom are listed below.  The 

critique at the end of the class indicated a high rate 

of satisfaction among the participants.   

 

A new, more advanced class will be presented in 

the Salinas Valley on May 28-29, 2009 and will be 

titled, “Food Safety for Harvest Operations”.  For 

more information please contact us at (831) 755-

6941 or 755-6879. 

 

The committee would like to acknowledge our 

friend and  presenter  Dan Armstrong  of  Fresh 

Express who passed away in 2008. 

Continuation from  Pg. 2 

If  you  have been contemplating a career related to agriculture, why  not  take  advantage  of  this  unique 

opportunity, and enroll in the course this coming fall semester?   In my opinion, there is no better place to be 

involved in agriculture than here, in the “Salad Bowl of the World.” 

                                                                                                           Ko Cooper, Mechanized Agriculture Instructor 

 

Growers Express 

King City Young Farmers 

American Ag Credit 

Industrial Pump Shop 

University of California, Davis 

Allen Hershey 

Donald Belville 

Ag Institute Donors 

   

  Snow Seed Company  

  Soilserv/John Pryor Co. 

  Premium Packing 

  Monterey County Vintners &        

  Growers Foundation 

  Graniterock 

  Monterey Salinas Transit 

Harden Foundation 

Fresh Express 

D‟Arrigo Bros. Co. of California 

Pacific International Marketing Inc. 

Tanimura Family Foundation 

Taylor Farms 

Coastal Tractor 

Driscolls‟  

Monterey Peninsula Foundation 

California Orchard Co., Salinas Land, Smith Monterey 

 Donors listed above donated  $1,000.00 



The following courses are being offered in Spring 2009: 

Come Grow With Us! 

AGR-54 Agriculture Marketing   …………………………...… Lecture  Tue   6:00 - 8:50 PM 

AGR-56 Introduction to Mechanized Agriculture…………..… Lecture/Lab Thur   4:00 - 9:00 PM 

AGR-57 Agriculture Computer Application ……………...….. Lecture/Lab Mon 12:00 - 5:15 PM 

AGR 61 Pesticide Applicator Certification Training……...….. Lec  Thur   6:00 - 8:50 PM 

AGR-71 Agricultural and Industrial Equipment………….…... Lecture/Lab Wed   1:00 - 5:50 PM 

AGR-92 Plant Science……………………………………...… Lecture/Lab Thur     12:00 - 4:50 PM 

AGR-94 Agricultural Machinery Management………….……. Lecture/Lab Tue   1:00 - 5:50 PM 

AGR-96 Vegetable Crop Production………………………..... Lecture/Lab Wed 12:00 - 4:50 PM 

AGR-258 Agriculture Ambassadors………………….…....…. Lecture/Lab Thur   8:00 -11:50 PM 

AUT-153 Heavy Duty Diesel Brakers, Steering and Suspension Lecture/Lab Mon    6:00 - 9:55 PM 

        Lab  Wed    6:00 - 8:50 PM  

AUT-154 Heavy Duty Diesel Engine Performance/Diagnostics Lecture/Lab Tue    6:00 - 9:50 PM 

        Lecture/Lab Thur    6:00 - 9:50 PM 

AUT-155 Heavy Duty Diesel Climate Control…….…...…… Lecture/Lab Sat    8:00 - 3:45 PM  

WLD-53 Welding Fabrication…………………………...…… Lecture/Lab Wed    5:00 - 9:50 PM 

WLD-54  Advanced Welding……………………………....… Lecture/Lab Wed    6:00 - 9:50 PM 

WLD-57 Pipe Welding………………………………….....…. Lecture/Lab Mon    5:00 - 9:50 PM 

WLD-58 Hardfacing & Surfacing…………………….…....… Lecture/Lab Thur    2:00 - 6:00 PM 

WLD-150-1758 Basic Welding………………………...…….. Lecture/Lab Thur    1:00 - 4:50 PM 

WLD-150-1760 Basic Welding………………………..….…. Lecture/Lab Thur    6:00 - 9:50 PM 

WLD 151 Gas & TIG Welding………………………..…...…. Lecture/Lab Mon    6:00 - 9:50 PM 

WLD-155 Ornamental Iron Work…………………….…...…. Lecture/Lab  Fri    1:00 - 4:50 PM 

WLD-156 Toolmaking………………………………….....…. Lecture/Lab Fri    2:00 - 5:50 PM  

New Certificates Planned for Fall 2009: 

Scholarships ! ! ! 

The  Agricultural  Business  and  Technology  Institute will award up  to  thirty scholarships  for  incoming    
students in the Fall 2009 majoring in: 

If you would like to unsubscribe or add staff to receive our newsletter email Cristina Westfall at cwestfall@hartnell.edu 

Agriculture Mechanics 

Agriculture Production 

Diesel Mechanics  

Precision Technology 

Welding Technology 

  

Agriculture Mechanics 

Food Safety 

Pest Management 

Agriculture Mechanics Food Safety Pest Management 




